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Congress, and the circulation was extended as far as possible, and to the disgust of the Canadian population.
If any reinforcements reached the camp, the relief was ineffectual; and the constantly expiring engagements of the men, who were not backward in claiming their discharge as soon as they were entitled to it, thinned his ranks of serviceable men, to replace them with raw and undisciplined levies. Disease also did its share to weaken the invaders. But the most fatal effect of the disasters of the thirty-first December, was the loss of confidence, which it occasioned in the Canadian inhabitants, in regard to the ultimate success of the invasion. This would have been otherwise, if secure within the walls of Quebec, and well supported, as in that event they probably would have been, by an army competent to keep possession of the province, the Americans had seemed in a situation to protect their allies for the past, and to secure them from the consequences of future delinquencies. But the reverse of the case was so apparent, that their zeal in the cause of the invaders was hourly on the decline; and the Bostonois, whom the Canadian peasantry had looked upon as friends and deliverers, began to be viewed as intruders. Even the Seigneurs themselves, could not help^ considering them as dangerous connections, and began to despair in their hopes and expectations of benefit from the invasion.
Gov. Carleton was well aware of the combined causes of the weakness of his adversaries, and of the inevitable consequences which would result from them; and therefore contented himself with inactivity within the walls; trusting to the elements of dissolution which were wasting the army of the Colonies, as effectual means of raising the seige. A small detachment was indeed sent from the garrison, to give countenance to an insurrection of the friendly Canadians on the other side of the river, and it crossed over to the south side, to beat up the American station there.* But the vigi-
* Marshall.